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‘Dress, $1350, Jason Mayers, Toronto, Shoes, $62{
Rodolphe Menudier, Zola, Torgnto. Earrings, 350,
Samafitha Nermiroff Jew:l‘rﬁew. Distill, Toronto.

Bracelet, $185, Kimberly Chesthan, Distill,

Tangnto. Hose, Wn. Panaws, Toronta,
.y

niowhere to go. Good thing glass sliepers pair well
this season’s lavish Jewel tones and rich textures.

LUXE BE A& LADY TONIGHT..
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SOPHISTICATES

FROM YESTERDAY'S LADYLIKE
TRADITIONS TO GLIMPSES OF THE
ULTRAMODERN, CANADIAN DESIGNERS ARE
CELEBRATING THE FEMALE FIGURE IN
THEIR SPRING/SUMMER COLLECTIONS.
TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT NEXT SEASON HOLDS
FOR TEN OF CANADA'S TOP LABELS.

TEXT BY SARAH JAY
ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID DIXON




/AS0N MEYEKS

/'—-_ The Jason Meyers woman is sexy, sophisticated, professional,
yet fun-loving. She will be well-equipped with his collection
R ———— this season, conceptually described by the designer as A
1 . Midsummer Night' Dream. Crisp whites are the back
N\~ drop to bright green and soft blue prints and a
rainbow of raw silks. Lace is key for accents and
trims, and satins are used to structure flirty
styles in fuller silhouettes. Detailed tailoring
is what sets the brand apart, for superior fit

as much as quality workmanship. Spring/

Summer will mark Meyers' navigation of
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MENNONCA

The '80s are the primary source of inspiration for Arthur
Mendonca. Always sleek, femninine and expertly lailored,
Mendonca's designs will continue to experiment with shape
and volume in their silhouettes as the weather warms.
Technical fabrics like taffetas and brocades that retain
shape and structure create volume in jackets, dresses and
skirts. By contrast, classic fabrics like printed chiffons,
jerseys and tweeds are used for shearing and draping
techniques. Mendonga is one of several Canadian design-
ers to emphasize the spectrum of black to white in a
season traditionally laden with pastels. Bright blues and

oranges will also be key in his always-anticipated

collection.

the label to fresher and more
playful territory.
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Denis Gagnon will continue to
focus on the brand’s estab-
lished characteristics. Solids
rather than prints and shades
rather than colours build a
palette where whites, blacks and
greys evolve into beiges and browns.
Denim takes its place amongst these
neutrals as but one source of the line’s
signature edge. Comfy deconstructed
tops meet sleek skinny pants in high-
fashion harmony. Sleeves and pant legs
are extra long, worn scrunched for
added texture or long for the drama that
is part of any such exaggeration in
design. Cuts are more futuristic than
conternporary yet highly wearable, with
many darts to hug the body and guide the
eye. Asymmetry, from left to right and
also in volume and coverage front
to back, adds interest. Functional ele-
ments like pockets and closures are
hidden in draping - a prominent technique
throughout the line as well as on interna-
tional runways.
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